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Welcome to our Spring Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been a wonderful term, filled with so many trips
and enrichment opportunities for our pupils. From
inspiring educational visits to the Manchester Science
Museum, to exciting visitors in school, such as the henna
artist, it has been fantastic to see our children engaging
with learning in so many exciting ways. You can see
highlights from these events in the photos and class
blurbs attached which showcase just how much the
pupils have enjoyed and gained from these experiences.
These opportunities simply would not be possible
without the dedication, creativity and hard work of our
staff to make them happen.

We would also like to thank all families for their
continued support with attendance, which is currently at
94.17%. Good attendance makes a real difference to
pupils’ progress, and we truly appreciate your efforts in
ensuring children are in school and ready to learn each
day.

A huge thank you also for all your support in sending in
chocolate donations for our Easter Bingo event. Your
generosity helps make these events such a success and is
truly appreciated.

We would like to wish all our parents, carers and pupils'
an enjoyable chocolate-filled Easter break.

See you all back in school on Monday 13t April.

Mrs Gibbons
Headteacher

Hello, my name is Mrs Holland, and | am delighted to
introduce myself as the new Deputy Headteacher. |
joined Great Arley School in January after spending 20
wonderful years working in a SEND school in Wigan,
where | had the privilege of supporting so many
incredible children and families. Although moving on
after such a long time felt a little daunting, | have
absolutely loved my first term here. I’ve really enjoyed
getting to know the children, meeting families, and
working alongside such a dedicated and welcoming staff
team — | already feel as though I’ve been part of the
school community forever!

A little bit about me — outside of school, I’'m very much
a family-orientated person. | live with my husband, our
two teenage girls, and our little dog, who keeps us all
busy. | love spending time outdoors, going for long
walks, and making the most of time together as a family
whenever we can.

I’m really looking forward to the months ahead and to
continuing to work closely with you all. It is a real
privilege to be part of Great Arley, and I’'m excited to
play a role in helping your children reach their full
potential.

| am very much looking forward to meeting you all in the
near future.

Mrs Holland
Deputy Headteacher
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Spring Term Smiles & Sunshine! ® d
Hello Red Class Families! Prlmary Re

What a wonderful spring term we’ve had in Primary Red. Our classroom has been full of imagination, creativity,
and growing confidence. The children have amazed us with their enthusiasm for trying new things and developing
their communication, play and learning skills.

This term we have been very arty! The
children loved exploring different materials
to create faces, thinking carefully about

| features such as eyes, noses, mouths, and
hair. We experimented with collage, paints,
loose parts and mirrors to help us look
closely at ourselves and our friends.

1 We've also enjoyed lots of sensory creative
activities—mixing, squishing, sprinkling and
splashing our way through the term!

Creatlve Explorers

@ Understanding Our Emotions A big focus has been
recognising, naming and responding to emotions. Through
stories, photographs, mirror play and role play, the children
have been learning to identify feelings such as happy, sad,
worried, excited and angry.

Our sensory stories have been g -y We have been practising working with adults and staying

a much-loved part of the week. focused to complete adult-directed tasks. The children are

The children have been fully growing in confidence with turn-taking, waiting, following simple

engaged exploring lights, instructions and enjoying little structured tasks such as puzzles,
= textures, sounds, flne motor activities, matchmg games and early mark-making.

smells and props ; 3

linked to each story.

Sensory storytelling has supported

language development, anticipation,

attention and confidence in joining in.

Bucket Time continues to be a huge favourite! The children are learning
to listen, watch carefully and join in as a group. They have been super
excited to see what surprises appear in the bucket each session—and
their attention skills are really improving!

Trip to Play and Bee
A highlight of the term was our wonderful trip to Play and Bee! The
children absolutely loved exploring all the different role play areas.
They enjoyed:

* Being vets caring for animals

* Visiting the hairdressers

* Making delicious pretend food in the café

* Working on a building site with bricks and tools
* Delivering letters at the post office

* Shopping in the supermarket

It was a fantast|c opportunity for
communlcatlon imagination, turn-taking and
exploring real-life experiences.

Looking Ahead  5¢ \ve move into the summer term, we will continue to build on the wonderful progress the
children have made—growing independence, communication skills, play skills and confidence. Thank you for your
continued support. We are so proud of every child in Primary Red!
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Primary Yellow

Well done to Tyler who received our
Primary Award this term for a
huge development in his
independence
skills and always trying
his best.
His determination and
growing confidence have been

Well done to Isla, who received
our Primary Yellow Award this
term for always bringing sunshine
to the classroom. Her
positivity and enthusiasm
brightens every day

for both her peers and teachers.
We are incredibly proud of her
hard work and joyful spirit

English wonderful to see. We are incredibly
We have explored a range of proud of the progress he has made
captivating stories and strengthened this term.

our communication and literacy skills

through creative and engaging

activities. ‘ Al

Maths
Our focus on weight and
capacity has led to
exciting practical
challenges, helping us
deepen our
understanding and apply
our knowledge in fun
ways.

Developing our independence in the community

This half term has been packed with exciting opportunities for
Primary Yellow to explore and engage with the local
community. Our experiences have included: Visiting our local
shops and choosing desired items. We then experienced taste
testing all of them to see If we liked or disliked them Visiting
visual signs to navigate ourselves around the building. the
cinema, using our own tickets to gain entry and using the

The World Around Us

This term, the children have been busy exploring the world around them, paying close attention to the signs of winter
the changing seasons, and how time passes in nature. They’ve also been learning about water, how the water cycle
works and why water is such an essential part of keeping our environment healthy.

It's been a wonderfully rich topic, full of hands-on experiences and curious questions, and the children have embraced
every opportunity to learn and discover.

AW
Careers Week
We also had a fantastic week celebrating ‘Careers Week’. We were lucky enough to have visits from NWAS and
RNLI. We had the opportunity to ask questions about their jobs, look at their uniforms and explore resources linked

to their jobs.
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English Primary Blue

This term in English, we have explored adventure stories and tales from other cultures. We also enjoyed diving into
nursery rhymes and verbal recounts. Through these topics, the children have been developing key skills including
retelling, sequencing, performance, and imaginative thinking. .

Mathematics
In maths, we have covered a wide range of topics such as
number and place value, measurement, and addition and
subtraction. The children have worked incredibly hard to
apply these skills in practical, engaging and meaningful ways.

Equals Curriculum
As part of our Equals curriculum, we have been learning about The World About Us. This has included observing
seasonal changes, exploring different types of weather, experimenting with digital photography, understanding
recycling, and discovering a variety of festivals. We recently enjoyed a mini topic on toys, blending our Equals
curriculum with aspects of the national curriculum. These activities have sparked curiosity and strengthened the
children’s understanding of the world around them.
We've also been out in the community crossing roads and visiting shops to develop coin recognition, writing lists,
following shopping lists, and purchasing items of interest. In addition, our focus on Play and Leisure has seen the
children enjoying partner games, group activities and party games; fantastic opportunities to build teamwork and
social skills.
Some students have also taken part in Bucket
Time sessions, which have been brilliant for
developing focus, concentration and turn-
taking in a fun, structured way.

Ribble Steam Railway and Museum
We had a fantastic time exploring The
Inspiration Train, celebrating 200 years of
train travel. The children took part in
hands-on STEM activities inside the
carriages and enjoyed seeing the workshop.
We even got a glimpse of the mayor of
Preston and the town crier- and were
briefly featured on the BBC!

Fleetwood Fire Station
Our visit to Fleetwood Fire Station was a highlight. The staff were
friendly and informative, and we learnt so much
about fire safety. A favourite moment for everyone
was getting the chance to sit in the fire engine and

use the hose. Careers Week
During Careers Week, we were fortunate to be
visited by an RNLI volunteer and a paramedic. The
children asked thoughtful questions, explored real
equipment and uniforms, and even had the chance to
role-play different roles — a wonderful experience
for sparking ambition and curiosity about the world
of work. [ y

We have also enjoyed a range of exciting activities within
school, including yoga, Holi celebrations and fencing.

U\ L. B
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3CB Going Greek
In creative curriculum we have been learning all about the Ancient Greeks, studying how

they lived, the Gods they believed in and all the fun they had at their festivals and events!
We recreated our own Greek festival in honour of the Gods where we enjoyed some Greek
food and had some fantastic dancing and poetry performances! We also celebrated our own
Ancient Greek Olympics, competing in a range of different sportlng events that would have
been held in the original games. ; ;

Following in the footsteps of the Ancient Greeks we developed our pottery skills, using clay and tools to create our
own Greek vases. The class designed, created and evaluated their designs themselves.

The Trojan Horse

Linking in with our Ancient Greek topic, we have been looking at myths and legends in English, focusing on
‘Odysseus and the Trojan horse’. To immerse ourselves in the story and deepen our understanding, we made our
very own Trojan horse out of cardboard boxes and surprlsed some Primary Yellow students with a Trojan attack!

Fencing and rowing fun!

We had two fantastic sporting
events this term, getting the
chance to try out fencing and
rowing! Everyone worked hard
and gave it a good go during the
sessions, well done 3CB!

Cuppa Club!
After noticing a little drop-off in reading at home, we

wanted to give pupils an incentive to read. At the
request of many, the idea of having an afternoon
‘cuppa club’ was decided on. During this time, we all
have a biscuit and a nice chat, and those who have
read 3 times during the week are given a (decaf) tea
or coffee as a nice treat. The pupils have loved this
time, and we have noticed a big increase in reading
at home!
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All about Ancient Greece!

3CH

This term we have been learning all about Ancient Greece and what life was like for the people in Ancient
Greece. We have learnt about life in Ancient Greece, Alexander the Great, we’ve read different myths and
legends including Theseus and the Minotaur and the Trojan Horse. We have learnt about different foods that
were popular and will have a go at trying some of these too! This learning has included learning lots of interesting
facts from the Lancashire Outreach Team who came in to teach us about Ancient Greece. We played a game of
statues and learnt about the Ancient Greek timeline by learning some actions to help us to remember when it all

happened! The children enjoyed learning about the different facts.

As part of our learning about Ancient Greece, we have also looked at Ancient Greek pottery and then used this
inspiration to create our own vases. The children have worked really hard to practise different patterns and lines
that are used to decorate the vases. The children planned

their vase, then created it using clay, carefully %
moulding the clay into the right shape then [=
decorated these using black paint to
really make their patterns stand out.
Well done 3CH!

Rowin

Fencing
We were also delighted to welcome a visiting Judo

instructor into school—this time for a special session
exploring the skills needed in fencing. The children
had a fantastic time trying on the fencing jackets and
masks, learning how to hold a foil correctly, and
practising beginner footwork such as the en garde
stance and simple advances and retreats. They were
excited to use real fencing equipment while
developing balance, coordination, and focus. 3CH
have remembered how
important it was to follow
the rules when taking part.
It was a wonderful
opportunity for pupils to
experience a new sport in a
safe and engaging way.

We have also enjoyed taking part in rowing. This term we have welcomed a visiting rowing instructor into school for
an exciting introduction to indoor rowing. The children had the chance to use real rowing machines, learning how to
sit correctly, hold the handle safely, and follow the essentlal stroke sequence of catch—drlve f/nlsh—recover They

_ _ a

enjoyed practising smooth, coordinated
movements and discovering how timing,
technique and teamwork are key to
successful rowing. The session was
energetic, engaging, and a brilliant way
for pupils to build confidence and try
something new. The children were placed |
into different groups and encouraged to
participate in a “row-a-thon”
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This term, 3MS visited the Science and Industry Museum in
Manchester as part of our Victorian topic. Students explored the
cotton mill exhibits, seeing real machinery used during the Industrial
Revolution. The huge looms and spinning machines helped pupils
understand what factory life was like for Victorian workers —
especially children.

Everyone showed brilliant curiosity and represented the school
wonderfully. The trip really brought our history work to life and
sparked great discussions back in class!

IENCE+
INDUSTRY
MUSEUM

As part of Film Education Week, Year 9 had the opportunity to
watch Ocean by David Attenborough. The film gave students
an exciting look at marine life, exploring oceans, sea
creatures, and the importance of protecting our planet.

The pupils really enjoyed the experience and were fully
engaged throughout. It was a great chance to link learning
with real world environmental issues and to enjoy a high-
quality documentary together.
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Bupa Dental Care Visit

We had a visit from Bupa Dental Care, who came to talk
to us about the importance of good dental hygiene. We
learned about which foods are good and bad for our
teeth, and we had the chance to practise brushing on
different dental models. It was a fun and informative
session that helped us understand how to keep our
smiles healthy!

Bird Feeders

In RE, we have been learning about Saint Francis of
Assisi and his love for animals. We talked about the
different ways we can care for the animals in our
environment, and we even made our own bird feeders
using cereal and pipe cleaners.

Thornton Library

3RP enjoy their regular visits to
Thornton Library to change their
books. They always conduct
themselves in a sensible and
mature manner, showing great
respect for the quiet
environment.

T T TV
Yy o e

o

V

Bowling Trip
We had a fantastic time bowling at YMCA Thornton. The

students were incredibly supportive of one another,
cheering each other on and showing wonderful
sportsmanship throughout the session. They even
cheered on members of the public, celebrating their
strikes with enthusiasm, which was greatly appreciated!

Fencing
We had a brilliant time learning the basic skills

involved in fencing during our special session.
The students got fully kitted out with helmets
and vests, and they safely practised using the
foils safely with a partner. It was an exciting and
engaging experience for everyone!

Great Arley School, Holly Road, Thornton-Cleveleys, Lancashire, FY5 4HH

Tel: 01253 821072

Email: admin@greatarley.lancs.sch.uk




3SC HOLI, the Hindu festival of colours

The students created colourful T-shirts to celebrate Holi, the Hindu Festival of Colours, learning that it marks the
arrival of spring and symbolises joy, new beginnings, and the victory of good over evil. Using chalks and bright
materials, they designed patterns inspired by gula/ powders, rangoli, and other Hindu symbols, helping them
understand the cultural meaning behind the festival while expressing their creativity.

Creative Curriculum
In Creative Curriculum, we have been learning about Lancashire, including a visit to Stanley Park in Blackpool to
explore its features and understand why it is an important place in the county. We also learned about different
Lancashire buildings such as Blackpool Tower, Lancaster Castle, and the Harris Museum, helping us understand
more about the history and landmarks of our local area.

Creative Curriculum

This term has focused on the Victorians, and we have explored key aspects of Victorian education,
comparing classroom life in the 19th century with pupils’ experiences today, while also studying important
inventions and their impact on everyday life. The students created their own projects comparing modern

and Victorian inventions, presenting their research creatively and reflecting on how innovation during the
Victorian era continues to influence the world we live in today.
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3/4LHH

Spring Term

This term, 3/4LHH have had a fantastic time exploring new learning experiences both in and out
of the classroom. We have loved reading our class story Dave Pigeon, which has kept everyone
laughing and engaged.

On Friday afternoons, the class has begun visiting college to take part in exciting hands-on
construction activities, including plastering and bricklaying. The pupils have shown brilliant focus
and enthusiasm during these sessions.

We've also enjoyed several great trips this term, including visits to the cinema, Thornton Library,
Morrisons supermarket, Affinity Shopping Centre and The Ribble Steam Railway. Our visit to the
Ribble Steam Railway was especially memorable, as we had the chance to explore The
Inspiration Train’, celebrating 200 years of train travel. The children took part in a range of fun
activities inside it's four carriages showcasing rail history, engineering, and career opportunities
through interactive displays, aimed at inspiring future generations.

Alongside all of this, 3/4LHH have represented the school wonderfully in whole-school sporting
events such as rowing and fencing. Their teamwork, confidence, and positive attitudes have
shone throughout.

It has been a fun, busy, and rewarding term for everyone in 3/4LHH.

o
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Rowing 4KA took part in a rowing session with 4KE pupils. They worked hard in teams to try to
4 KA row the furthest. Pupils enjoyed challenging themselves by turning up the resistance to the
maximum! For many pupils, this was their first time rowmg, but they picked up the technique
A quickly and had a great session. -

English Staycations Presentations As part of their English work, pupils
researched staycations in their local area. They learned about effective
presentations and used this to create PowerPoint presentations which they
presented to the class, to persuade them to consider a staycation in their
local area. All pupils demonstrated a developlng confidence.

Careers in Art Key Stage 4 pupils attended an
art session, led by Holly from the Grundy Art
Gallery. Pupils learned about the path into art
| and her career working for the Grundy. They
listened well and asked informed questions.
Pup|ls also enjoyed completing an art act|V|ty

at Blackpool and Fylde College, Bispham Campus. Pupils have
learned about the importance of nutrition, hygiene and routine for
babies. They have learned about their development through play
using a variety of toys and books. They especially enjoyed -
changing their baby’s nappy! College This term 4KA have attended a taster

o ] k- 1. - course in Catering, at Blackpool and Fylde College,
Gateway Campus. Pupils have learned about the
importance of safety and hygiene, a clean and tidy
kitchen and have made a variety of sweet and
savoury dishes WhICh they tallored to the|r own
tastes. : N

Train Station Trip As part of their ASDAN, maths and PSHE work, pupils read
train timetables to plan a journey to and from Preston. They also explored the
National Rail app and the journey planner tool. To coincide with National
Careers Week, pupils visited Blackpool North Train Station to learn about the
jobs that people undertake at the station and on the trains. They toured the
station areas and were able to speak to staff about their roles. They then
boarded the train they had planned at schooal, to travel to Preston and back.
Pupils demonstrated a good understanding of checking the departure boards for
the appropriate information and waited patiently for our (late!) train home.

; Fencing
4KA took partin a fencmg
session with Key Stage 4
i pupils. They learned about
how to start a match
respectfully and wore the
helmet and vest for safety.
Pupils opposed a partner,
trying to score points whilst

foil. Some pupils were very
competitive!

PIESCOLLAGE
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4KE

Year 11 have had an extremely busy and productive half term. Alongside their regular
lessons, students have been working hard to finalise their exam coursework across a
range of subjects. The level of dedication, focus and perseverance shown has been
fantastic. With deadlines approaching, everyone has put in a great deal of effort to
ensure their work reflects their very best ability. We are incredibly proud of the
maturity and commitment they have demonstrated.
One of the highlights of the half term was Careers Week.
As part of this, we visited the Marine Hall in Fleetwood
to attend an exciting and informative Careers Fair. The
event gave students the opportunity to speak directly
with a wide range of employers and training providers.

It was invaluable for Year 11 to ask questions about
further education, apprenticeships and potential

career pathways, helping them to think more confidently about their next steps after
school.

In addition to the Careers Fair, we were delighted to welcome several visitors into
school. Emma from the National Probation Service delivered an engaging and insightful
talk about her role. She explained how she works closely alongside the Police, Courts
and Prison Service, giving students a real understanding of the responsibilities and
challenges involved in her profession. Her presentation offered a fascinating look into a
career that many students may not have previously considered. ? A0
We also enjoyed a hands-on session with a CSI officer who works L

on real crime scenes. Students took part in a mock investigation,
carefully examining evidence from a staged crime scene. This GREAT ARLEY
interactive experience encouraged teamwork, problem-solving

and attention to detail — and it was certainly a highlight of the week!

To round off the half term, Year 11 participated in the Into Film Festival. We visited The
Flower Bowl| Cinema to watch Jurassic World: Rebirth. It was a thoroughly enjoyable
morning and a well-earned opportunity for students to relax together after a period of
sustained hard work.

Overall, it has been a half term full of achievement, enrichment and memorable
experiences.
done, Year 11 — keep up the fantastic effort @ e (NS U WyTe
as you move closer to your final weeks!

WYRE CAREERS FAIR
Calling all employers!
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Cooking and Nutrition

This half term, our Cooking and Nutrition group had an exciting visit to Hickory’s Smokehouse, and what a
fantastic experience it was!
During our visit, the children took part in several hands-on activities led by the Hickory’s team:

Milkshake Making
The pupils learned how to create their own milkshakes using the real equipment from the restaurant. They
measured, mixed and experimented with flavours and of course, they all got to taste their creations!

E A {-
v St o)

Signature BBQ Sauce
We were shown how Hickory’s make their famous BBQ sauce. The children helped mix the ingredients,
smelt the spices, and learned what makes the sauce so popular.

19-Hour Smoked Meat
One of the highlights was learning how Hickory’s smoke
their meat for 19 hours. The chefs explained how the
smoker works, the importance of low-and-slow
cooking, and why the flavours become so rich. We even
got to try some!

The children were fully engaged throughout the visit and
behaved brilliantly. They asked thoughtful questions,
tried new foods, and enjoyed seeing real-life kitchen skills
in action. It was a memorable and meaningful learning
experience for everyone.
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Gardening

We are thrilled to see the
daffodils, hyacinths, daffodils
and tulips popping up. We
worked hard in the autumn
term to plant the bulbs.

Science British Science Week 2026

5| The pupils were asked to produce posters on ‘A Positive
Future for Children’ which was the theme this year. We
carried out discussions and the students came up with
¥ some wonderful ideas. It was very difficult to pick the
J{ winners as the students produced fantastic posters.

We narrowed it down to: Lewis (3CB), Courtney (10 KA),
Mia (3CH) and Skyla (3CB) — Congratulations!

Planet Protectors

Our Planet Protectors have been
busy labelling recycle bins for each
classroom and sticking up signs to
remind people to turn off the
lights. We have been discussing
and planning recycling projects.

Dates for your Diary - Summer Term 2026

Monday 13* April School Re-Opens

Tuesday 14™ April Lancashire Fire & Rescue Service Visiting KS3

Thursday 16t April Mason’s Fishing Trip 3MS, Fairhaven Lake 3CB & 3SC
Friday 15t April Fairhaven Lake

Tuesday 215t April Preston Station Train Ride 3/4LHH, Tag-Rugby After School
Thursday 23" April Play and Bee Primary Red

Tuesday 28™ April Tag Rugby — After School

Wednesday 29" April — Friday 15t May Winmarleigh KS4

Monday 4" May — Inset Day

Tuesday 5" May Whole School Photos, Grundy Art Gallery 4KE & Tag-Rugby After School
Monday 11t May Whole School Photos

Tuesday 12% May Tag-Rugby After School

Tuesday 19t May Showtown, Blackpool 3/4LHH & Tag-Rugby After School
Tuesday 2" June Judo Day Whole School

Wednesday 3, 4" & 5™ June Hothersall Lodge KS3

Tuesday 9" June Learn with your Child

Monday 15% June The Plant Place Primary Yellow

Wednesday 17 June Year 11 Prom

Friday 26 June Leavers Day

Monday 29t June Blackpool Zoo

Tuesday 30™ June Space Centre Primary Red & Yellow

Wednesday 1°t & 2"¢ July Bikability Year 10

Friday 10t July Non-Uniform Tombola Whole School

Monday 13™ Archery Day Whole School

Thursday 16t July Summer Fair Whole School
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Parent Governor

Dear Parent/Carer,

We have some exciting things happening in our school right now — new leadership
settling in, fresh ideas taking shape and a real energy building as we move forward
together. It feels like the perfect time to invite you as important stakeholders to support
this journey.

We are looking for a new Parent Governor, but we need to emphasise that you do not
need to be an expert in education, finance, or policy. In fact, some of our best governors
started with absolutely no experience. Everything you need, you can learn.

We will train, support and guide you at every step along the way.

Being a Parent Governor is a bit like joining the crew of a TV production as you get to see
how everything works behind the scenes, help shape what comes next, and make sure
the performance is the absolute best it can be for our children.

With the new national White Paper ambitions and the reshaping happening across the
local authority, this is a genuinely exciting moment to get involved. Changes in education
are opening up new opportunities for schools — and that means fresh chances for
thoughtful, enthusiastic parents to help shape the future. Your voice, your perspective and
your ideas will help our school grow, adapt, and shine even brighter.

Governors do not run the school — they help steer it. You will be part of a friendly,
committed team who care about giving our children the very best experience of learning
and school. You will have support from leadership, access to relevant training and the
chance to develop your own skills too.

So, if you’re curious, if you care about the direction of the school, if you would like to help
make decisions that genuinely matter for your child and future children in our locality or
even if you just want to try something new, we would really love to hear from you. If this
letter has sparked your interest, please call school or pop in to speak to myself or our staff
governor, Lindsay Weaver,

Come and join us and help us to shape the next exciting chapter of our school’s story.
You might surprise yourself with just how much you enjoy it!

Warmest wishes,

Alicia Gibbons
Headteacher
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