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Welcome to our Autumn Newsletter

You may have heard — I’'m retiring at the end of December. After 10 fantastic years
here (and 31 in education), it’s time to hand over the reins. It’s been the privilege
of my life to lead Great Arley School. It's been a great challenge, I've made mistakes,
learned loads, and hopefully left things in good shape. Thanks to our brilliant staff
and your support, the school is strong and ready for the future.

The best news? Mrs Gibbons will take over - and she’s not alone. She’s backed by a
refreshed, talented leadership team who are ready to hit the ground running. With
their energy, an outstanding team of dedicated staff and your support, the school
will keep going from strength to strength.

I’ll be here until the end of term, so business as usual (no sneaking out early!). Thank you for everything.
This job has changed me for the better and I’'m so grateful. Exciting times ahead! Wishing you all a joyful
Christmas and a happy, healthy New Year. May this holiday season be filled with warmth, happiness, and
cherished moments with your loved ones. &

Mr P Higham
Headteacher

It is with immense pride and a great sense of responsibility that | write to you as
the newly appointed Headteacher of Great Arley School. Having served as the
Deputy Headteacher for the last two years, | feel incredibly honoured to continue
my journey with your children in our school in this new role.

In the last two years, | have had the privilege of working alongside dedicated staff,
wonderful students and supportive families. | know first hand the strength of our
school community and the Great Arley values that unite us. | am committed to
building on these strong foundations and to continue providing a fully inclusive,
nurturing and ambitious environment for every student.

As Headteacher | will ensure high quality teaching and learning, support for the wellbeing of every
student and foster curiosity and confidence and prepare our pupils for the world that lies beyond our
classrooms.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr Higham for his leadership and dedication to Great Arley,
his legacy will continue to shape the direction of our work in the coming years,

Thank you for your continued support, | am truly excited about what the future holds for Great Arley and
look forward to the next part of this journey with you all.

| want to take the opportunity to wish you all a very Happy Christmas, enjoy all the festivities and | look
forward to seeing you all in 2026!

Alicia Gibbons "

Co-Headteacher .‘
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Hello Red Class Families!

Primary Red

What an amazing start to the year we’ve had! Since September, our
classroom has been buzzing with energy, laughter, and lots of
learning. We’ve welcomed new friends into our class and spent
time playing getting-to-know-you games to make everyone feel at

Exploring & Playing Together

and even balancing games. Playing tig has been a
big hit! The new large floor sandpit has been a

and messy fun. What a splash!

Special Adventures

One of our biggest highlights was our trip to
the Space Centre sensory soft play! The
children loved the fast slide, ball pool, and
magical lights—it was an out-of-this-world
experience!

We've also been going swimming every
week, and it’s been wonderful to see the
children growing in confidence in the water.

Our classroom and outdoor spaces have been full of
adventure! We’ve loved exploring all the resources
and spending time outside on bikes, trikes, scooters,

favourite, and we’ve had lots and lots of water play

Creative Fun

We’ve been busy strengthening our fine motor skills
with playdough, threading, pouring, twisting games,
pegs, and colouring in all the colours of the rainbow.
Our art corner has been alive with colour mixing and
collage, creating beautiful pictures (and yes, lots of
mess!). We also celebrated the autumn season with
crafts full of leaves and warm colours.

Learning Focus

We’ve been working
hard on communication
and attention skills, and
our daily bucket time
lessons have been a big
success—everyone looks
forward to the surprises!
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Our Digital Leader

P ri m a ry Primary Yellow have

nominated Oliver to be

Ye I IOW our Digital Leader

Primary Yellow representative this year.

have nominated Mason to be our He will champion safe i

Class Councilor representative this and effective use of WeNLI{EHTIERT]H
year. He will help voice our ideas technology across the Oliver

and support school-wide school.

improvements. A huge Connecting Learning Through the Equals Curriculum

well done to Mason!

This term, our pupils have embraced
the new Equals Curriculum with
enthusiasm. From outdoor adventures
to community engagement, every
experience has brought learning to life.

EQUALS
FORMAL CURRICULUM

English

We have explored a range of Teamwork has been a central theme,
captivating stories and helping children build confidence and
strengthened our literacy skills new skills in a variety of settings.

through creative
and engaging activities.

practical challenges, helping us deepen our
understandlng and apply our knowledge in

We have been tuning into our
senses and building independence
as we explore the world around us
and learn to navigate our school
environment safely.

: W8 training. They have worked incredibly hard
Developing our mdependence to build their understanding of road safety,
in the community recognise different road signs, and learn

This half term has been packed with safe ways to cross the road. Although the
formal training is finished, we will continue
to practise these vital skills throughout the
year to help reinforce their confidence and
independence.

exciting opportunities for Primary
Yellow to explore and

engage with the local community.
Our experiences have included,
visiting a supermarket and
following a visual shopping list,
ordering food independently at a
local café, having the opportunity
to explore what it might be like to : ‘
work in a café, including washing up and wiping tables, visiting the
cinema, using our own tickets to gain entry and using the visual signs to
navigate ourselves around the building.
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Our Digital Leader

ourschool  Primary Blue

Councillor

Our class voted Blake to be
our Digital Leader for this
school year. He is very
enthusiastic and always
willing to discuss important
factors about gaming ‘
and the internet. He will continue to attend
meetings and discuss online safety and
media to his class friends. Well done Blake!

Our class voted Lily to be our School
Councillor for this year. This job is really
important to ensure our children’s voices
are heard and the children felt as though
Lily would represent our class views well.
Well done Lily!

For some of this term, Primary Blue

have been busy exploring stories with

= familiar settings. The children have

enjoyed bringing these tales to life

= through role play, sequencing activities,

and creating story maps. These

| experiences have helped them
understand how stories are structured
and develop their creativity.

In maths, we’ve been building confidence in key areas such as
number and place value, shape, and measurement. The children

have worked hard to apply these skills in practical and engaging Equals Curriculum
ways. " EESrT | As part of our Equals curriculum, we’ve

i ‘j =4 been learning about The World Around
s Us. This has included observing seasonal

7 changes, exploring different types of
weather, experimenting with digital
I ~ : : photography, and discovering a variety
of festivals. These activities have encouraged curiosity and a deeper understanding of our environment.
We have also been preparing for visiting a shop by trying to develop our coin recognition; creating lists
and following a list. We’ve also focused on Play and Leisure, where the children have enjoyed learning
partner games, group games, and party games- great opportunities to develop teamwork and social
skills. In Physical Wellbeing, we have explored food and healthy lifestyles, helping the children
understand the importance of nutrition and exercise. Some pupils have also been taking part in bucket
; time, which supports focus, concentration, and turn-taking in a fun and structured way.

L Pmeugal \Wyre Estuary Country Park EESSEER IS

_| seasonal changes. We noted
the change of leaves; the
various insects and animals

. we could still see and enjoyed
walking with a change of scenery!

We have also enjoyed a lot of in school activities including glow dodgeball; bollywood dancing and world
food day where our class were given Mexico to theme our food and activities around.
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Our Digital Leader

For the second year, Jayden has
been nominated as our digital
leader. Jayden did a brilliant job
last year and has great knowledge
of technology and the online
world that he helps share with his
peers. Congratulations Jayden!

3CB

Our School Councillor
This year Jake has been
nominated as our school
councillor, after giving a
great presentation as to
why he thinks he would be good for the role.
The role is very important around school as it
gives pupils a voice to help make school
decisions. We know that Jake will do a fantastic

Into Film Festival
As a reward for having such a fantastic start to year 8
3CB took a trip to the cinema to see ‘The Wild Robot’ as
part of the Into Film Festival. Everyone loved the movie
which taught us lots about friendship, love and always

trying your best. ‘%@ 7 orry Christ . :@

PE  We started off our PE lessons with some
team-building skills, which everyone excelled
in. The pupils had a range of tasks to complete
that required them to work together, and they
all showed super teamwork! We have also been
developing our gymnastics skills, looking at
travelling, jumping and rolling in different
ways. We also had a great time tyring some
bollywood dancing!

Our Learning
This half term 3CB have been learning all about the Tudors. We
have learned all about Henry VIII and his six wives and have
investigated what life was like in Tudor times! The pupils loved
learning about strange Tudor laws and had a great time deciding
what rules they would make if they were King or Queen! They
created some fantastic Tudor portraits using their collaging skills,
and we finished off our learning with a Tudor-style banquet!

We have started a 3CB reading
club to help promote a love of
reading. The pupils have been
given the choice as to read with
a friend, an adult or read/listen
to an audiobook by themselves.
They have really enjoyed having
this time at the end
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This term has been full of exciting
learning and activities. We have explored a
range of topics across our subjects,
including building respectful relationships
and understanding fawmilies in PSHE, as
well as developing creative skills through
poetry in Creative Curriculum (Ancient
@Greece).

Iv computing, we've beew
working on the new KS3
curriculuwn, learning how +o use
techmology confidently along with
staving safe oulive.
Alongside +his, we've enjoyed
practical tasks, group discussiows,
and fun activities that help us
arow both academically and
socially.

S

We also celebrated Twternational
Davy, where our class was linked to Greece.
We learned wmore about Greek culture and
even sampled some delicions food—though
the olives were a bit of a challenge for seme
of us!

Avother highlight was Diwali, the festival of
lights. We explored its traditions and made
beantiful lanterns +o mark the occasiow,
bringing a warm and creative glow to our
classroowm.

It's been a busy and rewarding term for everyone in 3MS!
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Our Digital Leader 3 RP Our School Councillor

Tommy has been nominated to be Mathilda has been nominated as our new

e § in our Digital Leaders Team. School Councillor. This role is
i This is a fantastic recognition of S8 an important part of giving

his enthusiasm for technology pupils a voice in school

and his commitment to decisions, and we know

helping others use digital Mathilda will represent her

tools confidently. Well classmates brilliantly.
done Tommy!

Road Safety

3RP have been learning all about road safety and how to stay safe near
traffic. The children discussed the importance of being alert around
roads and practised how to cross safely. They then went outside to put
their learning into action, carefully crossing the road with adult support
and showing great awareness of their surroundings. Well done, 3RP!

N AR Each half term our class enjoys a trip
The Showtown Museum i e " i " to Thornton Library. The children
3RP had a fantastic time at Showtown love choosing d book to b“f‘% bac'k
museum, where they explored a fascinating to school, sharing their choices with
mix of old and new artefacts. The children friends, and listening to an adult

learned all about Blackpool’s rich history, read a story. They also have great
including its famous circus and how the beach became a popular fun using the scanning machine to
holiday destination. A highlight of the trip was the sensory check out their books—just like real
workshop, where pupils enjoyed smelling and feeling different  librarians!

items from the seaside, bringing the past to life in a fun and Ukuleles

interactive way. Bollywood Dancing

We had an amazing time taking part in bollywood
dancing! The children learned a brand-new dance
routine, enjoyed moving to vibrant music, and
even got to wear colourful scarves. To finish the
day, we joined a whole-school performance—and

This autumn term, we’ve been
learning how to play the
ukulele. We started by
mastering the C and F chords
and then learned two fun songs:
‘My Dog Has Fleas’ and ‘Iko Iko’.
To finish, we performed our
songs for Primary Yellow—and
we were amazing!

Great Arley School, Holly Road, Thornton-Cleveleys, Lancashire, FY5 4HH
Tel: 01253 821072 Email: admin@greatarley.lancs.sch.uk




3SC Pumpkin Carving

3SC did some fantastic pumpkin carvings in preparation for Halloween. This activity was part of
their creative arts curriculum, giving students the opportunity to develop fine motor skills,
practice design planning, and express individuality. They used their creativity to independently
choose patterns to carve, and the classroom was filled with excitement as they worked on their
designs. Students really enjoyed the hands-on experience, and the final pumpkins showcased a
wonderful mix of imagination and skill!

Blackpool Grundy Art Gallery

3SC enjoyed exploring the Blackpool Grundy Art Gallery and learning about different artistic
styles, including works by Mark Wilshire. Students loved viewing the vibrant colours and patterns,
and the highlight was creating their own art—some inspired by Wilshire’s style, others based on
subjects they personally love. It was a fun and creative experience for all!

In PE, 3SC have been developing key skills such as balancing, alertness, and throwing. Lessons
have included a mix of individual challenges and team-based activities, helping students improve
co-ordination and reaction time while learning to work effectively with others. They enjoyed
collaborating, supporting each other, and applying these skills in fun games that promote fitness
and teamwork.
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The Autumn term has been a busy one for 3-4LHH. We have been working hard 3/4 LH H
on ASDAN coursework, building knowledge and life skills. This included orienteering and team building
in PE, analogue and digital time in maths, conducting a traffic survey in geography and accurately
measuring in millilitres to make hot and cold drinks.

We visited IKEA in Warrington to practise our measuring and money skills. We were very busy
sizing up furniture and really enjoyed our
well-earned hotdogs and drinks at the end.

n!

We were lucky to take part in a session of bollywood dancing.

We have some amazing dancers in our class! We participated in a poetry writing
session with
local author,

Nathan Parker.

We worked
together as

, a team to

| create our own

funny poem

We visited Pizza Express
in Lytham and learned
about the history of the
pizza and made our
own. It was a very
enjoyable and tasty
experience!
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School Councillor and Digital Leader

_ Our School Councillor for this year is Leo. Pupils put themselves forward and
.| performed a manifesto speech to the class before anonymous votes were

J collected. Leo will attend meetings throughout the year and feed back to the

class about what has been discussed.

Our Digital Leader for this year is Danny. He will attend meetings throughout

the year and feed back to the class about what has been discussed.

This term 4KA have attended a taster course in Photography and Blackpool and Fylde College,
University Campus. Pupils have learned lots about the development of photography, important people
as well as some of the science and mathematics behind photography. They’ve created their own
photograms and cyanotypes. Pupils have also enjoyed the freedom of buying their own lunch in the
canteen each week.

&‘Gu.’.f‘ u.“il .">m ”\ e : . A !

4KA have enjoyed a team building visit to Stanah Estuary Park where
they walked some of the walking trails, played on the park and
visited the café.

o

Fleetwood Food Bank
As part of their ASDAN work, 4KA collected food donations for Fleetwood Food Bank. They welcomed
Father Alf, who runs the food bank, into school to ask him questions. They are hoping to visit the food
bank in the old Fleetwood Hospital building, later in the year.

AT

Burnley Youth Theatre

4KA are watching a performance of Oliver Twist at Burnley Youth Theatre, linked to their English work
on the Charles Dickens novel. Thank you to the PTFA for generously buying drinks and snacks to enjoy
during the performance!
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Thank you to the Masonic Lodges
for their kind donations:

Wyre Masonic Lodge - £1,500
New Sanctuary Lodge 6604 - £200
Fylde Chapter 2758 - £250.00

We were successful with a grant

application of £2,500 from cash for kids.
We used this to purchase new bicycles.

PTFA are continuing to
contribute to our
Christmas Activities

*
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Great Arley PTFA

# Thank you to Mark

g8 Bomber for several

® fundraising events over
21 the summer term raising

£1,000

Our next project is transforming an area
of the playground into a sensory area.
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Cooking and Nutrition

This term students returned to a newly
refurbished cooking and nutrition classroom,
redesigned to accommodate full classes and
foster collaborative learning. Pupils have
embraced the new layout and made excellent
use of the space while preparing a range of
exciting dishes such as savoury rice, Thai green
curry, shortbread biscuits and more.

A special highlight this term has been our KS4 learners,
who have chosen the Food Wise option, an opportunity
to explore cooking and nutrition in greater depth.
Through this course, they are discovering what it means
to lead a healthy lifestyle while experimenting with a
variety of new recipes. It has been a fantastic start to
the year, full of creativity, confidence, and flavour!

A i Gardening
Some of our pupils visited the Plant Place on 21.11.25 to

find out about all of the different job roles there. We also had fun looking at the Christmas trees and
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